WAR STORIES
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DO YOU HAVE A WAR HERO IN YOUR FAMILY

The reason we say War Hero is that all men & women, who served in any war are Heroes in our eyes. The Lithgow & District Family History Society Inc. has embarked on a new project which will focus, to begin with on the 1st World War and then continue on to the 2nd World War. 

If anyone has a story to tell of a loved one who served in the 1st World War we would love to hear from you. The object is to compile the War History and stories of these gallant men and women who willingly gave their services to fight for their country.
The society feels that these histories should be recorded for future generations. Once they are gathered and compiled they will hold a very special place on our library’s shelves for all researchers and family historians to appreciate. The society also envisages having the stories published in the Lithgow Mercury and in the Society’s Quarterly Journal.

Even if you only know of their involvement in the war but don’t know what their history is and would like to find out more we can help you achieve that. If you have photos of your loved one they can also be added, which makes the records so much more complete and interesting. The amount of information which can often be found in the war records is very rewarding, such as where enlisted, where they served and any battles they fought in. In cases where the person died in battle or from illness, it is usually recorded along with letters sent to family and occasionally photos are also to be found.
The Society holds a large collection of the Lithgow Mercurys dating right back and in these newspapers there were many mentions of servicemen and women. Simple things like a letter sent home to a loved one, or a soldier being wounded or killed in action, and quite often someone being admitted to hospital with an illness. The society also has a collection of a few English War Newspapers which make very interesting reading.
We have had fantastic results, and have been given so many copies of our Australian diggers' war histories including photos, personal letters that were sent back to loved ones in Australia and also letters sent across to the diggers overseas.  
We have the story of the three Callaghan brothers all went to WW1 but sadly none of them returned, and also the Walker family from Portland whose father served in WW1 and returned and then his five sons all enlisted in WW2 and all returned.

We also have a booklet produced by Muriel Irwin of the story of WW1 taken from her father’s (R.J. Schulstad) diary in the trenches and transcribed word for word.

We also have a story written by Harold Williams of his experiences in Egypt and France, written by him a few years after returning describing what happened over there.

We have a War Savings Certificate from 1940, a pattern from the War Workers Woolcraft for knitting a balaclava helmet and gloves for the diggers and a beautiful photo of the Cooee March through Wallerawang in 1915, personal silk greeting cards sent over for relatives and much, much more.

These stories are invaluable and one can only imagine in 50 years time what great historical value they will have. If they are not preserved now they will no doubt be lost eventually, so please if you have anyone who served in any war or on the home front we would love to hear from you. We have been able to add so much more information to those who have given us just a little to start with. We just need a starting point so that your War Hero is not forgotten.

For more information please contact Lithgow Family History Society members Cecily McCarten on 0408 676 638 or Helen Taylor on 6355 7231. We would love to hear from you and of course if anyone is thinking of becoming a member of the society you would be made most welcome.
