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Lithgow Environment Group Inc.
PO Box 3081 Bowenfels, NSW 2790
Preserving the Balance of Nature
REF.:
Global Climate Change Action at Blast Furnace Park


This Friday, 23rd October at 5pm
As part of a global day of action the Lithgow Environment Group is organizing an event at the Blast Furnace Park this Friday at 5pm. There will be 145 similar events in Australia and worldwide there will be 3009 such events in 158 countries. The aim is to express people’s concern about climate change in the hope that this will support world leaders to come up with positive agreements when they meet in Copenhagen in December.

In front of the ruins of our industrial heritage people will gather to form a 350. A photo will be taken which will be posted on the 350.org web site. A giant screen on Times Square, New York will screen the incoming photos and the image from ‘Lithgow Australia’ will most likely be the first to appear. We will have speakers and information stalls. 

The number 350 marks the save upper limit of carbon dioxide concentration in the atmosphere. From the start of the human race roughly 100,000 years ago the level of CO2 concentration in the atmosphere was 275 parts per million. From the 18th century on we started to burn coal, gas and oil on a larger scale to produce our energy and goods and the level of CO2 rose, first slowly but increasingly faster to today’s 390 ppm, rising at 2ppm per year. A massive change in climate is the result threatening life on earth as we know it – including our own. Melting glaciers, droughts, disappearing water supplies and rising sea levels are just a few consequences of a higher CO2 concentration. We need to get back to a more sustainable 350 ppm.

Countries around the world are facing a great challenge and this is no different for Lithgow. Industries and every individual will need to undergo major changes. Lithgow stopped making steel at the Blast Furnace and moved on to other things. Lithgow can do it again and use its vast engineering and enterprising skills to develop more sustainable work for its people. Renewable energies like Solar and Wind Power, Food production and Tourism are just a few alternatives. 

The challenges are huge but they will become necessary and the sooner we embrace them the easier it will be. We urge you to take part in this event. 

